THE   BEGINNINGS   OF   THE   MIDDLE   AGES

that the kings no longer indulged in the arbitrary assassinations
and die excesses of personal power which were everyday tilings
in the Merovingian epoch. For proof we have only to read the
De rectoribw Christianis of Sedulius of Ltege, or the De via
iegia of Smaragdus, written, according to Ebert, between 806
and 813.

Through the rite of consecration the Church obtained a hold
over the king. Henceforth the secular character of the State was
kept in the background. Here two texts of Hincmar may be cited:1
"It is to the unction, an episcopal and a spiritual act," he wrote
to Charles the Bald in'868; "it is to this benediction, far more
than to your earthly power, that you owe the royal dignity."
We read further, in the Acts of the Council of Sainte-Macre:
"The dignity of the pontiffs is above that of the kings: for the
kings are consecrated by the pontiffs, while the pontiffs cannot
be consecrated by the kings." After consecration the king owed
certain duties to the Church. According to Smaragdus, he had to
endeavour with all his might to remedy any defects that had crept
into it. But he had also to protect it and to see that the tithe was
paid to it.2

It will be understood that under these conditions the monarchy
acted in association with the Church. We have only to read the
Capitularies to realize that these were as much concerned with
ecclesiastical discipline and morality as with secular administration.

In the eyes of the Carolingian kings to administer their subjects
meant to imbue them with ecclesiastical morality. We have already
seen that their economic conceptions were dominated by the
Church. The bishops were their councillors and officials. The kings
entrusted them with the functions of tnissi and filled their chan-
cellery with clerics. Here is a striking contrast with the Merovin-
gians, who rewarded their lay referendaries by making them
bishops. From the time of Hitherius, the first ecclesiastic to enter

1  Cited by BLOCK, op. at, p. 71.

2  EBERT, Histoire de la literature du Moyen Age, French translation by

AYMERIC and CONDAMIN, Vol. II, p. 12?*
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